
THE HEIGHT  

OF MADNESS 
 

Citizens of New York 

flabbergasted as 

tightrope walker stuns 

passers-by. 

 

Incredible and stunning 

scenes took place in 

Manhattan, New York 

City this morning as a 

deadly rope walking feat 

was completed between 

the World Trade Centre 

buildings – commonly 

known as the Twin 

Towers – by an aerialist. 

The man, 25-year-old 

Philippe Petite, crossed a 

tightrope 1,340 feet high 

above the ground. 

 

The momentous wire 

walk was achieved by 

Petite – a Parisian street 

performer – in the early 

hours of the 7th August. 

When asked why he 

carried out this daring 

stunt, he replied, “If I see 

three balls, I have to 

juggle and if I see two 

towers, I have to walk.” 

 

It is believed that he and 

his associates had broken 

into the towers by 

dressing up as a 

construction worker the 

night prior. 

 

When Petite and his crew 

arrived at the top of the 

tower, it is understood 

that they began to rig the 

wire, which took longer 

than expected. 

 

His accomplices told 

reporters, Philippe put on 

his black clothes, held his 

28-foot balancing pole 

and took his first step on 

to the rope (a mere five 

eighths of an inch thick) 

at sunrise. 

 

A 1/4 mile below, Rachel 

Green, a local doctor on 

her way to work, was one 

of the first to see the man 

on the wire and said:   

 
 “When I saw him, I 

screamed: I knew he was 

going to fall.” 

 

Once the police arrived, 

they went to retrieve the 

aerialist. When they 

tried, Philippe was seen 

walking back and forth 

between the towers. 

 

It was during this time, 

witnesses saw the rope-

walker dance, sit, and 

even lay down on the 

rope.  

 

Petite finally give 

himself up for arrest after 

45 heart-stopping 

minutes.  

 

It is understood that 

Petite is in police custody 

awaiting trial.  
 


